
 yards for any standing water.”
Rusmisel said, “ Use mosquito repel-

lent containing either DEET, picaridin, 
IR3535, or oil of lemon eucalyptus. 
Wear long sleeves and long pants when 
going outside; put screens on windows 
and doors; and get rid of any standing 
water.”

 Most people who become infected 
with WNV do not experience symptoms 
or become ill. Only about one out every 
150 people infected with WNV may de-
velop a more severe form of the illness. 
Adults over 50 years old and people 
with weakened immune systems are at 
increased risk of serious complications 
from WNV infection. Anyone who de-
velops symptoms such as a high fever, 
confusion, muscle weakness, severe 
headaches or stiff neck should seek medi-
cal care immediately.

As part of an on-going surveillance 
program, the Alameda County Mosquito 
Abatement District is asking the public to 

County Public Health Department at (510) 
267-8001.

Green Scene Fair 
The 3rd Annual Green Scene Fair is 

slated for Thursday, September 20, from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Hacienda West, 
located at 3825-3875 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton.

This free event is co-sponsored by the 
City of Pleasanton and Hacienda Business 
Park. It is open to the public. There will be 
more than 100 exhibitors that specialize 
in green practices, products and services, 
along with demonstrations, information, a 
mini-farmers market, and a display of fuel 
efficient vehicles. Gourmet food trucks 
featuring organic and sustainable produce 
items will sell food during the event.

The City of Pleasanton is now accept-
ing applications for corporate sponsors 
and exhibitors. For more information, or 
to volunteer during the event, please call 
(925) 931-5506.

 
 

 

been a little bit daunting” for 
those younger seniors.

While Berger was direc-
tor at the health care center, 
she hired Marlene Peterson, 
who oversaw the evolu-
tion of the visitors program 
into SSPTV. Peterson has 
been SSPTV director for 

with SSPTV office chores, 
such as filing and mailings, 
aiding at luncheons, and 
calling seniors to monitor 
their status and update their 
records.

Promoting independence 
as the key to wellness is still 
the program’s goal. Also 

has had great support from 
the county. She appreciated 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty’s 
advocacy for funding.

Besides health screen-
ing and continuation of the 
friendly visitor program, 
SSPTV covers transpor-
tation case management

which can have significantly 
adverse effects. 

Lindsay Passmore, whose 
experience involves helping 
seniors in assisted living, is 
coordinating the program. 
She has been setting up 
classes in senior housing 
developments and senior

and a nutritionist, who will 
talk about food interaction 
with medications. The idea 
is to take a holistic approach 
to senior health, said Pass-
more.

The new program and 
similar classes in Oakland 
are the pioneers in this ap-

SENIORS
(continued from page one)

port group, which is exclu-
sively for those giving care 
to seniors, deals with issues 
that they may have.

SSPTV will sponsor an 
open house from 5 p.m. to 
7:30 pm. Sept. 19 at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 
where the program has its

Pleasanton Paratransit 
Services has raised its mini-
mum age from 60 to 70 for 
riders who are not ADA-
qualified.

The change went into ef-
fect July 1  as the result of an 
action taken by the Alameda 
County Transportation Com-
mission (ACTC).

There are no age restric-
tion for Pleasanton residents 
18 or older who qualify for 
paratransit under the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act 
(ADA).

Tess Lengyel, spokes-
person for the commission, 
said that the need to serve 
a growing senior popula-
tion has brought about the 
change. 

Under the change, the 

Pleasanton Paratransit 
Raises Minimum Age to 70

money available will be 
used to serve more clients. 
Statistics show that the need 
for paratransit starts growing 
after age 70 for door-to-door 
rides, so it was selected as 
the new age minimum, said 
Lengyel.

 Lengyel stated that the 
ACTC decision was intend-
ed to be applied only to door-
to-door service. However, 
Pleasanton paratransit is a 
joint venture between ACTC 
and the city. The city council 
followed a Pleasanton staff 
recommendation to also 
make the 70 age minimum 
applicable to the downtown 
route.

Recreation supervisor 
Pam Deaton explained that 
since all paratransit users 

must register for paratransit 
service, applying the age 70 
requirement to both para-
transit services eliminates 
the chance of any confusion 
for riders about the services 
for which they are quali-
fied.

Pleasanton’s paratransit 
service is separate from 
Wheels, which is operated 
by the Livermore Ama-
dor Valley Transit Agency 
(LAVTA) under different 
rules and funding. The 
ACTC financial decision 
for Pleasanton has no effect 
on Wheels.

The only people eligi-
ble for Wheels paratransit, 
which serves Livermore and 
Dublin, are those who are 
ADA-qualified.


