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Superior Backgrounds

Child Care Center Staff Brings Experience and Ideas

As of September 1, the new staff of the
Child Development Center in Hacienda
Business Park will be on site to meet
parents and ready the Center for its
September 10 grand opening.

Center director, Michael VanPelt says
he was seeking individuals with “‘superior
educational backgrounds combined with
experience in teaching and supervision of
staff,” and he is pleased to announce that
he has found them.

Three of the coordinators who will be
organizing and planning the Center's pro-
gram were here recently to meet with
VanPelt and to look around the Center
and its location in the business park.

Jeanne Graham is an eight year
Pleasanton resident who has an extensive
education and business background. She
was a high school teacher, ran the Kinder-
care Pre-School in Pleasanton and is the
new Infant Toddler Director for the Child
Development Center.

Jeanne describes how, over the years,
she watched the business park develop
and has “dreamed about a facility like
this for more than five years.'' Jeanne has
three children of her own. As a teacher
and a parent, she understands the value
and importance of quality child care to
parents, employers and children.

The area of infant and toddler care is
especially important, because it is often
a difficult decision for parents to leave
babes in a child care center. She shares
continued on page 12

Emphasize Experience

Shown with nEE Development Center Director Michael VanPelt are (l-r) Jeanne Gruham, Shirley Graham and Christina Jencks,

Keen Competition and Opportunities EEEHE _ﬂww Job ma_o:m_

When it comes to job opportunities in
Hacienda Business Park, it's a seller's
markét, Recent college grads, transfer-
ring professionals and women re-entering
the work force, all have ample oppor-
tunities for rewarding positions with the
many companies in the park.

“Competition is stiff. We want the best
of the bunch and we're out to get our fair
share,”” says Ron Hernbroth of Crum &
Forster Personal Insurance. Hernbroth is
Human Resources Division Manager at
C&F's operation on West Las Positas
Blvd. He points out his firm's regular col-
lege recruitment efforts at Stanford, UC
Berkeley, San Jose State and Cal State
Hayward. But he also talks about the vir-
tues of the more mature worker and
women re-entering the job market.

“We urge women to make use of and
market their homemaker experience,”’ he
says. ““When we speak to homemakers,
as we did recently at a program at
Amador High, we tell them to pull out ex-
periences where they showed leadership,
energy and motivation.” Everything from
a Meighborhood Watch leader to
household budgeting can be usefully in-
cluded on a resume or in a job interview,
says Hernbroth.

The insurance industry offers job op-
portunities in clerical and professional
positions. Underwriters and claims ad-
justers need up-to-date skills and infor-
mation. Those seeking positions in opera-
tions need academic and/or experience in
personnel and management. .

““We have a unique philosophy,’” says
Hernbroth. ““We will try. to interview

anyone who comes through the door.
Competition for good people is steep and
if we pass someone up, they'll go next
door and we’ll miss out on some good
people.' :

On the engineering scene, growth is the
key word. ““In June, 1985 we had 40
employees, now we have 70, says
Joanne Wilson whose responsibilities in-
clude business development and recruiting
for Bissell & Karn, Inc., consulting

engineers located in Chabot Center.

Wilson emphasizes that Bissell & Karn
is a “‘multi-disciplinary firm.”’ On their
staff are surveyors, civil engineers, plan-
ners, landscape architects, water resource
specialists and transportation engineers,

Currently, the field of freeway design
and transportation planning is a key area
of importance, especially here in the
Valley. With the projections for con-
tinued growth and the emphasis on
transportation issues, engineers with traf-
fic and freeway design expertise are much

!

Victor Selor, on the job at Bissell & Karn, Inc.

sought.

Another component of engineering
skills that is important to recruiters is the
knowledge of computer aided design.
“Our firm has state of the art equip-
ment,”” says Wilson.

In addition to the technical know-how
expected of any candidate for employ-
ment, Wilson emphasizes the importance
of managerial skills. The ability to
manage technical personnel is crucial to
a project’s success. Any engineering cur-
riculum plan should include some basic
administration and management classes.

*'As our company continues to grow,
more administrative support will be need-
ed. This includes aceounting, drafting and
administration,”” says Wilson. These
areas, in addition to the engineering posi-
tions, are some that workers re-entering
the work force should consider.

Wilson, herself, is an example of a
woman getting back into the workforce
after years at home. Her background is
in English and she completed her degree
work at Cal State Hayward in 1980,

She started at Bissell & Karn as ad-
ministrative assistant to principal, Pete
Ruggeri. She praises the supportive
policies of the firm which have enabled
her to move on to more diverse respon-
sibilities within a year. She urges can-
didates of varied backgrounds to consider
engineering for their future. Her firm an-
ticipates hiring eleven project engineers in
the next fiscal year.

In the next issue, we will review the job
outlook in banking and the restaurant
and hotel trade.
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