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ers office and at libraries, fire 
stations and post offices.  They 
may also be downloaded. The 
registration form can be found at 
www.acgov.org.

Completed affidavits must be 
delivered to the Registrar of Vot-
ers office at 1225 Fallon Street, 
Room G-1, Oakland, CA 94612 
or postmarked by October 24th in 
order to be valid for the upcoming 
election.

Voters can call the Registrar of 
Voters office at (510) 272-6973 
or (510) 267-8683 or visit  the 
website at www.acgov.org/rov to 
check voter registration status.

Look for the East Bay Re-
gional Park District’s insert in 
today’s Independent.

Included in the insert are ac-
tivities and events planned for the 
coming months in area parks.

PET OF THE WEEK

New legislation has been 
signed into law in California re-
garding the protection of children 
in vehicles.

On Tuesday, October 4, 2011, 
Governor Brown signed into law 
Senate Bill 929 that will require 
that a child  riding in any vehicle 
must be restrained in the back 
seat in a child restraint until 

EBRPD Information in 
Today's Independent

New Law Aimed 
at Protecting 
Children in Cars

(See LAW, page 5)
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A varied group of alternative fuel and manual green vehicles were 
on display at the Green Scene Fair  at the Hacienda Business Park 
in Pleasanton last week. Exhibitors provided demonstrations and 
information on such things as green building materials, landscape 
design, solar power and energy efficient products.  Pictured looking 
at a bicycle that folds up is Jeniece Avalos of Pleasanton.

Supervisors 
Update 
Williamson 
Act Policy

Alameda County Supervisors 
passed revisions to the county’s 
Williamson Act policy. The re-
visions ensure that it conforms 
to changes made over the years 
in the state’s administration of 
the law.

The board acted on a 3-0 
vote at its meeting Oct. 11, with 
Nadia Lockyer and Keith Carson 
absent.

The Williamson Act allows 
assessors to value agricultural 
land at its agricultural value, not 
at the higher value of potentially 
developed land. The savings help 
to enable landowners to remain in 
agriculture.

The move to update the policy 
began four years ago. Planners, 
the planning commission, the 
agricultural advisory commit-
tee, stakeholders and the public 
played a role in designing the 
changes.

One change may help more 
landowners take advantage of 
the Williamson Act. Instead of 
requiring a minimum number 
of acres to qualify, a landowner 
instead could show a gross value 
of the land’s agricultural produc-

(See UPDATE, page 2)

“It has been a very successful 
two years.”

That was the message deliv-
ered by Livermore City Manager 
Linda Barton regarding efforts to 
meet goals set by the council in 
2010. “The results show a great 
partnership between staff, the 
council and the community.”

Her report took place during 
the regular city council meeting 
on Monday. The report is one 
presented every year. Successes 
included an upturn in construc-
tion activity, a better job outlook, 
successes in transportation and 
open space preservation.

The were six categories, each 
containing a variety of goals. 

The top category focused on 
making the city more business 
friendly and generating jobs.

More business friendly poli-
cies included implementing a 
simplified hazard materials per-
mitting process, expanding types 
of businesses allowed along the 
freeway corridor, and reducing 
traffic impact fees and the cost of 
conditional use permits for new 
high wage, innovative technol-
ogy businesses. Other policies 
included reducing traffic impact 
fees for existing businesses relo-
cating within the city; reducing 
the cost of transfer of develop-
ment credits for new housing by 
50 percent, a savings of $21,000 
per home; reducing the inclu-
sionary housing in-lieu fee for 
new housing by 33 percent, a 
savings of $8,000 per home; and 
extending the city’s fee defer-

Livermore Council Has Had 
A 'Successful Two Years'

(See COUNCIL, page 4)

At a study session, Zone 7 
Water Agency directors took a 
closer look at their reserve poli-
cies, but did not act.

The one-hour meeting on 
Oct. 5 was intended to clarify 
for all directors the past policies 
concerning financial reserves, 
and show the status of current 
reserves. 

Reserves have been an issue 
with the agency’s four water 

Zone 7 Reviews Reserve Policy: 
Pleasanton Asks No Rate Increase

retailing customers: Livermore, 
Pleasanton, DSRSD, and Cali-
fornia Water Service. 

The retailers would like to 
see Zone 7 approve no water rate 
increase next year. 

Pleasanton reaffirmed that 
desire in a resolution it passed 
Oct. 4, and sent to Zone 7 on the 
day of the meeting Oct. 5.

The city council voted 3-0 to 
(See ZONE 7,  page 4)


