
Inside PET OF THE WEEK
Meet Felix, a six month old kitten looking for his fur-ever 
home. Not only does this feline friend love to play, but 
he enjoys curling up in a warm lap for a midday cat nap.

Nearly 400 cyclists participated in Bike to Work Day on Thursday, May 
12, including several local officials.  “Energizer Stations” were set up 
at both the BART stations in Dublin to distribute refreshments, T-shirts, 
and bags of giveaways to bicyclists participating in the Bar Area event.  
Station hosts included the Cities of Dublin & Pleasanton, Hacienda 
Business Park, Dublin Cyclery, Alameda County Public Works, and 
Workday.  (from left) County Supervisor Scott Haggerty, past Valley 
Spokesmen Cycling Club President Jim Kohnen, and Dublin Mayor Tim 
Sbranti visit the East Dublin Energizer Station during Bike to Work Day 
on Thursday, May 12.  (Photo - City of Dublin)

  

By Patricia Koning
From the start, it was clear 

that the pilot program for green 
waste recycling at Arroyo Seco 
Elementary School in Livermore 
was a success. On day one, 
the students diverted over 200 
pounds of green waste from the 
regular trash. 

“Everyone wins with this pro-
gram,” says Mike Nagel, execu-
tive director of maintenance and 

Livermore School District Pilots 
Green Waste Recycling at Arroyo Seco

operations for the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District. 
“We’re sending less trash into the 
landfill, saving money on trash 
collection fees, and the students 
are learning about recycling and 
waste reduction.” He estimates 
that over the course of a 9-month 
school year, Arroyo Seco could 
divert 14 tons of trash from the 
landfill and save approximately 
$5,000. 

Arroyo Seco was chosen as 
the site of the pilot program, 
which began just after spring 
break, thanks to the efforts of 
parent Susan Ragatz. She started 
the school’s Go Green committee 
and launched an ad-hoc green 
waste recycling program a few 
years ago. “Every day of the 
week, parent volunteers helped 
the kids separate out fruits and 

(See GREEN WASTE, page 2)

The Las Positas College Ad-
visory Search Committee has 
added three additional finalists 
for the position of President of 
Las Positas College in Liver-
more.

The finalists will appear at 
the President Candidate Forums 
on Thursday, May 19, 1-4 p.m. 
in Building 800, Room 801, on 
the Las Positas College campus 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore. Following is the 
schedule for the public forums: 
1-2 p.m.  Kindred Murillo; 2-3 
p.m. Kevin Walthers, 3 to 4 p.m. 
Barry Fussell. 

In April, the college decided 
to extend its recruitment period 
after a previous search failed to 
find a new president by a March 
deadline. Four finalists had been 
selected. One of the finalists, 
Joseph Olsen, was hired as presi-
dent of Umpqua Community 
College in Oregon. 

Each of the previous finalists 
will remain as active candidates. 
They are Stephen Schoonmaker, 
vice president of instruction at 
Clatsop Community College in 
Astoria, Ore.

Kimberly Perry, vice presi-
dent of academic affairs at Los 
Angeles City College in Los 
Angeles.

Joseph Olson, vice president 
for military, community and 
economic development at Cop-
per Mountain College in Joshua 
Tree.

Kevin Trutna, vice president 
for academic and student services 
at Yuba College in Marysville.

Th id t ill

for LPC President The union was able to give back the equivalent of the money that 
g

starting 7/1/11 to pay 2 percent (See SAVINGS, page 5) (See UNION, page 4)

Tri-Valley cities are banding 
together to send the state redis-
tricting commission a message: 
Don’t split us up.

Led by Dublin Mayor Tim 
Sbranti, the cities are signing on 
to a letter that asks the commis-
sion to try not to split the area into 
other districts. Although it is too 
much to expect that all five cities 
will wind up in the same districts, 
the commission should avoid 
Pleasanton’s current situation, 
said Sbranti.

The bulk of Pleasanton is in 
the 18th assembly District (Mary 

Cities Don’t Want Redistricting Divisions
Hayashi). However, the eastern 
portion is in the 15th Assembly 
District (Joan Buchanan), and 
a sliver on the south side is in 
the 20th Assembly District (Bob 
Wiechowski).

Sbranti was moved to act 
after he read that Walnut Creek 
is in segments of three different 
county supervisorial districts. 
When cities share a community 
of interest, they should be kept 
together as much as possible in 
state and federal districts, said 
Sbranti.

Sbranti cited several areas of 

common interest. The Tri-Val-
ley’s city councils meet jointly 
every quarter to size up mutual 
problems and act cooperatively 
to solve them. The five cities’ 
mayors visit the national capital 
together to present a package of 
their needs to the area’s congres-
sional representatives. 

There is cooperation on trans-
portation planning and on run-
ning the Valley’s public cable 
TV channel.

“At the end of the day, by 
virtue of everything we do, we 

(See REDISTRICTING, page 4)


