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Hacienda Business Park getting sporty
New 24 Hour Fitness super sport gym to replace former Tri-Valley Herald building

by Janet Pelletier
Pleasanton Weekly Staff

The only newspapers circulating at the Tri-Valley Herald's former
building on Willow Road will be the ones exercisers will read as they
work out on treadmills at a new, bigger 24 Hour Fitness. The proposed
56,000-square-foot facility plans were recently approved by the Planning Commission.

According to city planning documents, the fitness corporation plans to operate a "super sport club," the second-highest level it
offers, at 4770 Willow Road in the Hacienda Business Park. When that happens, the new club will replace the existing 24 Hour
Fitness club, which is an "active club"--one of the lowest levels, located at 5860 W. Las Positas Blvd., according to the city staff
report.

When asked about the new facility, a person who answered the phone at the West Las Positas 24 Hour Fitness said that
information was incorrect, but declined to say anything further. A company spokesman confirmed that a new facility would be
opening in the business park, replacing the current facility, but declined to answer when it would open.

James Paxson, general manager of the Hacienda Business Park Owners Association, said he is thrilled that the fitness giant is
relocating to the business park, one of the largest parks of its kind in Northern California.

"We're really excited," he said. "This is one of those win-win-win-win-win situations, not only doing it to keep an existing tenant (in
the city), we're putting them in a facility that I think is going to allow them to expand and provide additional services beyond what
they're providing now."

"They have lots of clients in the (business) park so this gives those clients more choices and bigger benefits and it also provides a
fantastic use in an area that we're trying to energize," he added.

The two-story building 24 Hour Fitness will operate out of was occupied by the Tri-Valley Herald newspaper up until this past spring,
when Denver-based Media News, which owns the paper, decided to consolidate operations. Many in the editorial staff and most of
the accounting, human resources, circulation and clerical workers have since moved into Media News Group buildings at 127
Spring St. in Pleasanton, Bishop Ranch or Walnut Creek. The building was constructed soon after the City Council approved it in
June 1989. The Herald moved in and had occupied the facility for nearly 20 years.

A super sport level club typically offers a main gym, an indoor swimming pool, two spas, a sauna, steam room, indoor basketball
court, cardio exercise room, two group exercise rooms, men's and women's locker rooms and a kids' club area, according to the
city staff report. The next closest super sport is located in San Ramon.
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Comments

Posted by Paul, a resident of the Foothill Knolls neighborhood, on Aug 21, 2008 at 8:55 am

Its a wonderful thing to see 24 Hour Fitness upsizing and offering more programs.

Is there enough business in town to support both Club Sport and the new 24 Hour Fitness?

Would really hate to see Club Sport impacted as they have been huge for the area for so many years.

Report Objectionable Content

Posted by Lisa, a resident of Dublin, on Aug 21, 2008 at 1:58 pm

That's great news - I'm just wondering how much they will charge existing members (all club except super sport), to go to this new
facility. Since they are closing the existing facility, I would hope they give a discount. Prices I heard they charge range from an
additional $10 to $20/month (that's on top of your yearly fee). Keep in mind, these members have already prepaid 3 years dues to get
the yearly fee they are paying. I heard it might be cheaper to sign up for their "grand opening" specials - which might be $999 for 3
years and then $19/year after that? Anyone have any experience with these Super Sport clubs?

Report Objectionable Content

Posted by mark, a resident of the Vineyard Avenue neighborhood, on Aug 21, 2008 at 3:41 pm

I've been to these before... at the end of the day, it's just another 24 hour fitness, except you have to pay more for a few more
machines. It's a bummer they are expanding, because if I am paying for a higher end gym, I'd rather join ClubSport.

Report Objectionable Content
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